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PRESIDENT’S REPORT  
 

I have just returned from another successful club trip to Lake Otamangakau where in spite 

of the unseasonably cold weather, everyone caught fish. I was expecting the usual insect 

activity, particularly a big hatch of damsel flies but in fact, only saw one pair which landed 

briefly on the boat. Ron’s boat thermometer recorded only 13 degrees in the water which 

would help to explain the lack of insects but conversely of course, the colder water contains 

more dissolved oxygen and consequently more energetic fish. 
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Both Gary Bolstad and myself enjoyed the thrill of connecting with a couple of “Big O” 

monsters which stripped out line before eventually waving goodbye. I was particularly 

pleased for new club member, Pawel, who managed to land (and release), a magnificent 

brown while fishing from the shore. Judging by the photo next to his rod, it certainly looked 

like a genuine 8lbs. 

 

This trip also revealed the benefit of always ensuring that the trip organiser has the “I love 

fly fishing” spare rod set on hand. Unfortunately for club member Fikret, in his haste and 

excitement, he inadvertently sat on his rod in his tiny boat with the inevitable result. 

However, with one of the spare rods, he was able to carry on at Lake Otamangakau and a 

side trip to nearby Lake Rotoaira yielded 6 nice rainbows. 

 

Accommodation for most of us comprised houses or cabins while Ron enjoyed the comfort 

and convenience of his motor home near the carpark and boat ramp. Leon and Simon, being 

made of “sterner stuff”, continued their tradition of lake-side camping and while Leon’s 

boat provided both a casting platform and transport from the carpark, much of their 

successful fishing was actually shore-based. In other words, while having a boat to use on 

the lake is desirable, they are certainly not essential. 

 

I am organising the next club trip to Lake Otamangakau for March 11, 12 &13 next year 

when hopefully, what will have been a long, hot summer, will mean huge insect hatches 

and lots of hungry fish. Historical growth records for both browns and rainbows in the lake, 

indicate rates of up to a centimetre per month so you might like to check your diaries now. 

I have booked the usual cabins at Tongariro Holiday Park (a 5 minute drive to the lake), so 

just let me know and I can “pencil you in”. 

 

In the meantime, Christmas and the holiday season are close at hand ending what has been 

a “pandemically” interrupted year. I hope to see you all at the club’s next meeting on 

December 15th, but to those who can’t be there, have an enjoyable and safe break. 

 

Dave Symes  

President 

 

 

FISHING REPORT 

 

Auckland / Waikato 

Despite all my best intentions I haven’t managed to get out to fish locally this month so if 

anyone has a report please share it at the Club Night. 
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Pawel’s first fish from Lake Otamangakau! A massive Brownie taken fly fishing from the 

shore. Photo courtesy of Pawel Mikolajczyk. 
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Rotorua  

Mark Norton was down at the Ngongotaha on opening day with Dennis Smith and by all 

accounts they had an absolute ball with a huge number of Rainbows coming to the net. No 

doubt it will be harder fishing now with the river having been fished heavily over the last 

week but no doubt there will still be fish there to be caught. 

 

Taupo Region 

As regards the rivers, Pawel and Carl hit the upper and lower Tongariro over the weekend 

but found conditions hard, there was an enormous gale blowing, and the fish scarce. 

However Pawel managed to get into a fish or two on the Tauranga Taupo and a bunch of 

fish on the Hatepe. Advice here, move around until you find the fish. 

 

Re the Lakes, as Dave has said above Lake Otamangakau was fishing very much harder 

than we have seen at this time of year on past Club Trips, but with perseverance fish could 

be caught. Lake Rotoaira fished well for Fikrit on the Saturday morning with half a dozen 

nice fish coming to the net in a short time.  

 

Saltwater  

A little birdie has been whispering in my ear that the Auckland summer Kings have arrived! 

Get out there and catch some. 

 

Fishy Tales  

On the recent Trip to the Big O, one never to be named Club Member very generously 

offered to rig up his mates rod for him while said mate popped out to do some chores in 

Turangi. After 15 minutes of fishing it was discovered why his floating line was not floating 

very well. The ‘helpful’ Club Member had grabbed his mates sinking tip flyline spool 

rather than the floating line spool. DOH. 

 

- If you do have a report, success story, or anecdote to share then just send it to 

iconpromote@gmail.com  .  Happy Fishing and Tight Lines – Freddy Da Fish.  

 

 

NSFF SUBS ARE NOW DUE FOR 2020~21 YEAR 

 

The annual subs for the year, 2020 ~ 21, for the North Shore Flyfishers Inc are now 

due.  Please pay to:  

North Shore Flyfishers Incorporated - A/c: 12-3209-0190179-00. 

 

Please ensure your surname is in the Payment Details. 

 

The subs are as below and discounted if paid by 31st July 2020. 

mailto:iconpromote@gmail.com
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Adult    $80.00 discounted to $40.00 if paid by 31st July 2020 

Family  $90.00 discounted to $70.00 if paid by 31st July 2020  

Junior   $30.00 discounted to $20.00 of paid by 31st July 2020 

 

 

LAST CLUB NIGHT 

 

Last month we had Barrie, Dave and myself talking briefly about our local water. . 

Hopefully it was enjoyable for you all.  

 

 

NEXT CLUB NIGHT – 15th DECEMBER 7.00 PM  

 

This month we have our regular Christmas get together. Things will kick off with a friendly 

casting competition at 7pm, this is ½ an hour earlier than normal. At the conclusion of the 

casting we will be enjoying a repast of delicious finger food as well as a few prizes to 

award.  

 

This is sure to be an enjoyable night and we hope to see you there.  

 

 

WHY WE FISH 

 

No angler merely watches nature in a passive way. He enters into its very existence. 

 

John Bailey - Reflections On The Water's Edge 

 

 

CHANGES TO CONTACT DETAILS 

 

Committee members organising club trips and similar events are finding that the phone and 

email information that we hold for some members has become out of date. If you have 

changed your address, landline number, mobile number or email address in the last year or 

so and have not passed the new details on to NSFF, could you please advise Barrie Barnes 

by email, his email address is barrie@flyfishinginxs.kiwi . 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:barrie@flyfishinginxs.kiwi
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FISHING BUDDIES SOUGHT 

 

The intention is to display a list of names of Club Members that are keen on finding a 

‘buddy’ to go fishing with, either on a regular basis or just for a day. In essence it’s a fly-

fishing dating service…  

Name   Availability    Contact Details  

Ron Blair  Anytime, has a 14.4 Marco   home 09 834 8841   

with 60hp etec Evenrude   mobile 0275 006 336 

for serious fishing Salt or Fresh  ron.blair@xtra.co.nz 

Les Rose  Retired and is happy to take another  home 09 4183634 

person fishing during the week. 

Has a small 2 person boat. 

Graham Carter  Lives in Hamilton, keen on   021 026 00437 

   weekday / mid-week trips.  07 855 1833 

Lloyd Altham             Has 12' Pontoon boat /15 HP Honda. Mob. 021 0295 9167 

Available most time, but prefer  Home 09 420 3120 

weekdays.    email-lloyd@skysupply.co.nz 

John Rust  Anytime. Keen to give it a crack. 021 648 991 

        joan10@live.com  

        09 415 4919  

Barry Schultz    Has a 551 MacLay with a 90hp  09 4159692  

merc used mostly for SW fishing. e-mail bardot@xtra.co.nz 

    Also a 6.5 mtr motorhome that  

provides transport, accommodation  

& meals etc. whilst camped riverside  

or beach front, plus is currently  

being fitted out to carry a three person 

inflatable with a 4 hp motor.  

Prefer weekdays or multi day trips  

away in the motorhome. 

Gary Bolstad  Keen to get out Stream, Lake or even  Mobile 022 379 3070 

Saltwater fly-fishing. Has both Fish &         gd.bolstad@gmail.com  

Game and Taupo season licences so keen 

to go almost anywhere. Retired so free to  

go most of the time. 

Derek Robinson          Retired available most times keen to do  Ph   4437311 

Waikato streams and most other things.  Mob: 0212 595 371 

        pamanddek@outlook.com   

 

mailto:ron.blair@xtra.co.nz
mailto:email-lloyd@skysupply.co.nz
mailto:joan10@live.com
mailto:bardot@xtra.co.nz
mailto:gd.bolstad@gmail.com
mailto:pamanddek@outlook.com
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Leon showing how it’s done with a lovely golden Brown from the shore. Photos courtesy 

of Leon Bathurst. 
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CLUB TROPHIES 

 

Brown Trout Trophy – This is awarded to The Heaviest Brown Trout caught by a Club 

Member during the year – May 1st to 30th April. Current holder is Simon Hoole. 

 

Chain Snore Trophy – A fun award given immediately after any Club Trip to the person 

who has done the ‘funniest’ thing over the weekend. If nobody has had anything like this 

happen it may be awarded to the worst snorer.  

 

Ian Hunt Memorial Trophy – Heaviest Trout caught fly-fishing by a Club Member 

during the Pupuke Challenge Competition. A competition run every year to promote the 

Lake Pupuke fishery. This was not held this year due to Covid lock down. Current holder 

is Lucas Bathurst. 

 

I Love Flyfishing Trophy – Awarded to the Club Member who has caught the most 

species of Saltwater fish fly-fishing over the year – 1st May to 30th April. Current holder is 

Russell Nelson. 

 

Rodd And Gunn Trophy – This is the Club Competition which takes place over two days. 

One Day on a Lake and one day on a River. Current holder is Simon Hoole. 

 

The Lake part of the competition has its own Trophy, the I Love Flyfishing Stillwater 

Trophy. Current holder is Meinrad Roehrs. 

 

 

QUOTABLE QUOTES 

 

Fishing simply sent me out of my mind. I could neither think nor talk of anything else, so 

that my mother was angry and said that she would not let me fish again because I might 

fall ill from such excitement. 

Sergei Aksarov (1791-1859) 

 

 

“BROWN TROUT TROPHY” COMPETITION RULES 

 

Winning fish will be determined by weight.  

Verification by partner where possible and/or by photograph. 

Details to be provided to any committee member. 
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Competition period May 1st to April 30th. Prize awarded at AGM in May. Winner’s 

name and weight of fish to be published in June club newsletter. 

 

 

NORTH SHORE FLY FISHERS CLUB SALT WATER FLY FISHING 

COMPETITION RULES 

 

The “essence” of the competition is to encourage club member participation and in the 

process, to award a winner’s trophy to the individual who catches the greatest number of 

salt water species. It will run from 1st May in one year to 31st April in the next year with 

the trophy awarded at the following AGM. For the full rules please refer to the Club 

Website www.nsff.org.nz  

 

 

FLY TYING INSTRUCTION 

 

This is on a postponement at present as our instructor Johan is expecting a baby very soon 

and can’t commit to being able to do the online instruction.  

 

Stay tuned for more details on how this will progress over the summer.  

 

If you would like to see the videos of the Flies that have been tied just go to 

http://www.nsff.org.nz/ . 

 

 

CLUB TRIPS 2021 

 

February –Ngongotaha River and Rotorua Lakes FEBRUARY 19th 20th 21st 2021   

March – Whanganui River – Club Competition Trip 2021 

March – Lake Otamangakau MARCH 11th 12th 13th  2021 

May – Ngongotaha River and Rotorua Lakes MAY 27th 28th 29th 2021   

July – Tongariro and Tauranga Taupo JULY 2021 

November – Lake based Club Competition Trip – NOV 2021 

December / January – Tuition weekend (Held if enough ‘novice’ anglers are interested) 

December – Lake Otamangakau – DEC 2021 

 

The NSF committee arrange various Club Trips over the year to different parts of the 

country. If you would like to be involved, or have an idea for a trip please let one of your 

committee know. 

 

 

http://www.nsff.org.nz/
http://www.nsff.org.nz/
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FEBRUARY CLUB TRIP TO NGONGOTAHA AND ROTORUA AREA 

 

This year’s February Trip to fish the Ngongotaha River and the Rotorua region is on the 

weekend of  Friday 19th, Saturday 20th, Sunday 21st February. We will again be staying at 

the Paradise Valley Lodge. Costs will be $105.00 each, which will cover 2 nights’ 

accommodation in the lodge and a BBQ on Saturday evening. If you want to come down 

on the Thursday, as many of us do, then simply add $45 to make it $150.00. 

If you are keen just let me know which nights you can make asap and then pay your money 

to the Club in any of the normal ways.  

 internet banking to the Club's bank account: North Shore Flyfishers Incorporated 

ASB A/c #: 12-3209-0190179-00 (please include your name and the word Ngonga 

as a reference);  

 Or by Cash on the December or February Club Nights  

Duncan – 021 648 956 – iconpromote@gmail.com 

 

 

Faith with a Big 

Brown taken 20 

metres up from 

the Lodge.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:iconpromote@gmail.com
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TUITION TRIP FOR NOVICE ANGLERS     -      EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST 

SOUGHT 

   
In the past the club has periodically offered a two day course on “Approaching a Stream” 

for novice anglers.  We can organize this again for early next year provided enough 

members wish to attend. It includes an overnight stay near the river of choice. 

 

Tutors will be experienced anglers from the club. On the Saturday, after an initial 

discussion on gear, those taking part will go off to various sections of the river in groups 

comprising one tutor and two or three course participants. 

   

Course content  

 

The course will broadly cover the following:  

   

A run through of rod and tackle requirements, setting up the line, knots and rig.  

A basic understanding of what flies represent what food.  

Reading the river, identifying the likely water in which the trout will be lying and 

choosing the appropriate rig, plus useful tips and techniques regarding casting, mending 

and retrieving line to ensure that the fly is presented as naturally as possible. 

Working your way through a pool methodically. 

Striking, playing and landing the trout including handling and release.  

Basic fishing etiquette.  

   

On the Sunday, participants have the opportunity to put some of what they have learnt into 

practice. 

 

This short course is intended to assist members with limited angling experience by 

improving their chances of catching trout.   

 

Cost and enrolment  
   

The cost of the course will need to be determined.  It will include one night’s 

accommodation near the river, a contribution towards tutors’ costs and possibly a shared 

dinner (BBQ or similar) on the Saturday night.  Transport and additional food requirements 

to be met by the individual participants.  Transport can be informally coordinated if 

required.  

   

The course is open to paid-up members of the club.  Places will be allocated on a first come 

(with payment) first served basis.   
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 Please reply to any of the Club Committee Members if you would like to attend. All their 

email addresses and phone numbers are on the last page of this Newsletter. 

 

 

CLUB FISHING COMPETITION - LAKE REREWHAKAAITU 

 

Last month the Club held its annual Stillwater Fishing Competition at Lake Rerewhakaaitu, 

near Rotorua. This is part of the Rodd And Gunn Trophy, the Club Competition which 

takes place over two days. One Day on a Lake and one day on a River.  

 

The Lake part of the competition has its own stand-alone award, the I Love Flyfishing 

Stillwater Trophy. 

 

This year’s winner was Meinrad Roehrs. Congratulations Meinrad! In second place was 

Lloyd Altham, and third was Johan Kok.  

 

Unlike last year the fishing was very hard and every fish caught was well earned indeed.  

 

Thank you to Simon and Barrie for organizing this event. 

 

 

Simon and 

Pawel 

getting 

ready for 

some Float 

Tube action. 

Photo 

courtesy of 

Simon 

Hoole. 
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JOKE OF THE MONTH 

 

Three guys, (an Irishman, an Englishman and a Scotsman,) are walking along the beach 

one day and come across a lantern and a Genie pops out of it. 

 

"I give you each one wish, that's three wishes in total", says the Genie. 

 

The Irish guy says, "I am a fisherman, my Dad's a fisherman, his Dad was a fisherman 

and my son will be one too. I want all the oceans full of fish for all eternity." 

 

So, with a blink of the Genie's eye "AlKaZoom" the oceans were teaming with fish. 

The English guy was amazed, so he said, "I want a wall around England, protecting her, 

so that nothing will get in for all eternity. 

 

Again, with a blink of the Genie's eye "AlkaZoom - POOF" there was a huge wall around 

England. 

 

The Scot asks, "I'm very curious. Please tell me more about this wall." 

 

The Genie explains, "Well, it's about 150 feet high, 50 feet thick, protecting England so 

that nothing can get in or out." 

 

The Scot says, "Ach, fill it up wi' water, laddie....." 

 

AN EXTRA BIT OF HUMOUR 

I played football for the first time yesterday, after a long lay off with health issues. 

I heard someone in the crowd shout "You've still got it mate"! 

Unfortunately, it was my doctor with my latest test results. 

 

 

AUCKLAND WAIKATO FISH AND GAME REEL LIFE – NOVEMBER  

 

ACCESS UPDATES 

Kaniwhaniwha 

Access to the Kaniwhaniwha River has changed near the Lime Works. DOC has made a 

new carpark near Fillery Road for the Karamu Walkway.  
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The new parking area is just off Fillery Road and vehicles that drive into the lime works 

may be locked in as there is a new gate.  

Although there is a paper road leading into the lime works it, does not follow the formed 

road giving the landowner the option to close the road to all access. 

Anglers can walk on the paper road to the river during the open fishing season, including 

the farm track on the true left bank downriver of the Lime Works. 

If you choose to walk on the paper road through the lime works, please be polite and pop 

in to tell the operator your intentions.  

Right: A successful angler on Mangatawhiri 

Dam.  

This area has good fishing during 

November, and we want to keep on good 

terms with the local landowners so please be 

polite and respect the access we have. 

 

 

 

Upper Mangatangi and Upper Mangatawhiri Reservoirs 

Both reservoirs are open to fishing from the dam face and there is no longer a requirement 

to sign in.  

Historically boat access and drive up access to both lakes were permitted but currently on 

water activities and drive up access are restricted. 

Anglers are now required to walk up the dam access roads. 

Staff hope to survey both lakes to monitor the self-sustaining trout populations in mid-

December and are working with Watercare staff to improve access where practical.    
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PUPUKE STOCKING DECISION 

 

Quarry Lake (red dot) next to Lake 

Pupuke. 

The Lake Pupuke stocking report was 

submitted to council by staff and will 

be reviewed at the Auckland/Waikato 

Fish & Game Council meeting 

December 12th in Hamilton. 

All of the submissions from anglers 

and clubs were included in the report 

and there was a split between anglers that believe the money spent to stock Lake Pupuke 

could be used elsewhere and others that think the $10,000 annual cost is justified. 

The report notes that although Lake Pupuke has sufficient water quality to support a trout 

fishery the presence of perch would prevent the lake from becoming a desirable trout 

fishery. 

The size of Lake Pupuke also makes stocking sufficient trout to provide good catch rates 

impractical. 

Alternate means of improving opportunities for Auckland anglers were explored including 

shifting the Sylvan Park release site to the Quarry Lake portion of Lake Pupuke.  

This much smaller waterbody could provide great fishing for locals with less fish. 

Additionally, 200 two-year-old fish were released in Parkinson’s Lake as a trial in 2020 

and have been well received by anglers.  

Reallocating the money previously spent on the Lake Pupuke Sylvan Park release to 

multiple smaller releases at Lake Pupuke’s Quarry Lake and Parkinson’s Lake may better 

serve anglers and will also be discussed at the next Council meeting. 

As always your valuable input is part of the process and anglers are encouraged to come to 

the meeting or submit a written statement to aucklandwaikato@fishandgame.org.nz. 

Tight Lines, Adam Daniel, Auckland Waikato Fish & Game. 

mailto:aucklandwaikato@fishandgame.org.nz
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EASTERN FISH AND GAME REEL LIFE – NOVEMBER  

 

Brown Trout On The Move 

Lake Rotorua’s big browns are on the 

move into the tributary streams as spring 

conditions begin to warm the lake. 

Fish & Game carries out trapping of the 

Ngongotaha Stream to monitor fish 

growth and movement in this important 

fishery and have noted a steady influx of 

fish since early in November. 

The upper section of the Ngongotaha and 

Waiteti streams open to fishing from 1 

December – a date much anticipated by 

anglers keen on chasing wily browns. 

The stream deltas are also a top spot to 

chase fish at this time of year. Browns 

can be seen slow cruising over sandy flats 

and individual fish, some of trophy 

proportions, can be targeted successfully 

with fly, spin of soft plastics. 

 

 

 

Lakes Warm, Smelting Fish On The Surface 

Local lakes are just beginning to show signs of surface warming, with Lake Rotorua just 

recently tipping 18 degrees C. 

Anglers can keep tabs on the lakes temperatures by checking data from the Regional 

Councils website https://envdata.boprc.govt.nz/. 

Fish can be observed on many of the lakes feeding vigorously on smelt, especially for 

several hours in the morning. 

https://envdata.boprc.govt.nz/
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Shallow and medium trolling methods such as harling and using LED lines are the best 

methods. Tandem Tassie and smelt fly patterns fished at depths between 1 and 3m will 

result in success on most lakes. 

Upper streams open to fishing 

A number of regional streams open to angling on December 1st. 

The upper Ngongotaha, Waiteti and Utuhina streams at Rotorua and Waikaremoana’s 

Mokau and Hopuruahine Streams both open at the beginning of December. 

The December opening of streams is to protect fish engaged in late season spawning. 

Waikaremoana Firing 

 

Waikaremoana stream are set to open 1 

December 

Shore-based anglers at Waikaremoana are 

experiencing great catches of well-

conditioned brown and rainbow trout. 

Most anglers spoken with this week have 

been delighted with the success rates sight 

fishing with nymph and dry fly dropper 

combinations.      

Fish Releases Completed 

The Ngongotaha hatchery annual spring liberations, mostly to the Rotorua lakes, were 

successfully completed in September and October. 

In total, over 41,000 yearling rainbows have been released this spring. Each fish is fin 

marked Rp (right pelvic) and many are tagged. 

If you catch a tagged fish, please enter the data  

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/QCH5ZR6 to go into the draw to win a free 

licence.         

Tight Lines - Mark Sherburn, Eastern Fish & Game Officer. 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/QCH5ZR6
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FISH AND GAME OPPOSE TROUT FARMING 

by Tony Orman via the NZFFA website www.nzffa.com  

 

Fish and Game NZ has come out opposed to trout farming says a front page article by 

Amber Allot in this morning’s “Press”.The article said “Kiwi anglers are asking the 

Government to do more research before deciding whether to allow commercial trout 

farming, amid fears it could decimate a billion dollar industry. The New Zealand Fish & 

Game Council voted over the weekend to oppose a controversial recommendation that the 

Government give commercial trout farming for food production “serious consideration”. A 

council spokesman said the opposition was “because of risks to the wild trout fishery”. 

 

The trout fishing public reacted some 50 years ago when the then National government 

tried to introduce trout farming. anglers rose up in wrath as scientific evidence was obtained 

that showed trout farming was of no economic benefit especially compared to the tourist 

and dollar generator value of the sports fishery.  

 

Trout farming became a major election issue at the 1972 election. The National government 

was soundly defeated with newspaper editorials naming angler opposition to trout farming 

as a major factor. 

 

Basically The Arguments Against Trout Farming Were:- 

 

Uncertain economics 

Disease risk 

Use of public waters and effluent 

Poaching and black markets 

Value of trout fishing 

Genetic erosion of wild stocks 

 

I remember in the 1970s one of the USA’s top fisheries management experts telling 

me “trout farming is capital intensive, high risk, and marginally economic.” 

 

Those arguments are just as valid today. 

 

Trout farming has flared up again in 2020 because a Marlborough resident – a former 

would-be salmon farmer – petitioned Parliament to allow trout farming. A select committee 

heard the petitioner’s views but did not appear to hear any other public input. The select 

committee then recommended government consider introducing trout farming. The 

question why did the committee not seek other views? It was hardly  a democratic exercise. 

Besides the petitioner’s Golden Bay salmon farming venture based on the concept of 

“ocean ranching”  in the late 1970s, failed. 

http://www.nzffa.com/
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It is reported that corporate fishing companies like Sanfords want trout farming allowed. 

Peter Goodfellow, who along with his family are reportedly the major shareholders of 

Sanfords, is president of the National Party. 

 

 

 
Big O Club Trip - Pulled up at Leon and Simon’s campsite for lunch, a chat about what 

was working, a re-tie of leaders and a cheeky midday beer. Photo courtesy of Simon 

Hoole. 

 

 

TREE REMOVAL ON THE NGONGOTAHA 

Press Release – Bay Of Plenty Regional Council – 25/11/20 

 

The removal of large eucalyptus trees along the Ngongotahā stream is progressing steadily 

and the funding provided has seen benefits including job creation for the local Rotorua 

community.  The project is part of a wider programme to remove problem trees in danger 

of blocking waterways in the Ngongotahā Catchment. 
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Bay of Plenty Regional Council Senior Projects Manager Rosemary Cross says, the 

Ngongotahā Tree Removal project is a great story as it has positive outcomes for all 

involved.   

 

“The contractor we are working with has been able to employ and upskill staff who were 

recently laid off due to COVID-19. The work to remove the trees has been needed to 

prevent stream blockages and damage to private properties,” said Ms. Cross. 

 

The Regional Council successfully bid for $23m from the COVID-19 Crown Infrastructure 

Partnership fund for flood resilience work. The funding covers 75% of the costs of the 

Ngongotahā tree removal project and others across the rohe that will complete or upgrade 

infrastructure to address specific flood risks in Rotorua, the Western Bay, Whakatāne and 

Ōpōtiki districts. 

 

The trees will be cut up to supply firewood for the coming winter to local kaumātua in the 

community.    

 

For further media information, please contact media@boprc.govt.nz  

 

 

RUINED RIVERS A NATIONAL DISGRACE 

Opinion by Ken Sims, Life member NZ Federation Freshwater Anglers. 

 

The recently published article showing 65 percent of our rivers are “unswimmable” in a 

country of just 5 million people, should remind government that that the continuing state 

of New Zealand’s rivers is a national calamity. 

 

It is a disgraceful, shameful reflection on the failure of successive governments to remedy 

a water crisis that has been worsening over decades. 

 

The report stated that the criteria used “looks only at bacteria levels.” Even there, we have 

one of the highest rates of zoonoses in the developed world. A zoonosis is an infectious 

disease that has passed from an animal to humans. Such pathogens may be bacterial, viral 

or parasitic, and can spread to humans through direct contact or through food, water or the 

environment. They represent a major public health problem around the world due to 

humans’ close relationship with animals in agriculture, exacerbated by large, concentrated 

populations. 

 

New Zealand’s water crisis goes far deeper. We also have one of the highest rates of 

sediment runoff, which smothers all life in a waterway. Sediment runoff is accelerated by 

mailto:media@boprc.govt.nz
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land uses such as intensive agriculture and forestry clear felling, the latter immediately 

exposing the bare soil to subsequent rain. 

 

But even in clear water, contamination may be present. Clear water can contain high nitrate 

levels from dairying runoff, which is cannot be controlled by riparian planting on margins. 

When concentrated further by low flows from irrigation draw-offs and warmed by shade 

removal, the inevitable result is toxic algal blooms – and unswimmable rivers. Another 

unseen effect of algal blooms is that during the day they actually produce oxygen, but at 

night the reverse occurs, and they suck oxygen out of the water, creating hypoxic dead 

zones. 

 

The alarming aspect to governments failure is that some administrations have gone beyond 

doing nothing to aggravating the crisis by encouraging degrading land uses. For example, 

the National government of 2008 -17, took deliberate steps to accelerate the practice of 

intensive dairying into dry, low rainfall environments on inappropriate soils such as the 

Mackenzie basin and Canterbury Plains, made possible only by draining rivers and aquifers 

for irrigation. 

 

 
Canterbury’s Selwyn River, once a sparkling revered fly fishing river in now a green, 

slimy mess. Photo Radio NZ 

 

The then government led by PM John Key and with a student Minister for the Environment 

Nick Smith sacked a democratically elected council in Environment Canterbury (ECan) 
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and replaced it with its own hand-picked commissioners, to speed up approvals for dairying 

development, largely by corporate interests. It was an affront to democracy and the 

environment – and human health. The consequences have been catastrophic. 

The NZ Federation of Freshwater Anglers has measured nitrate levels over recent years 

and the levels are alarming – toxic to trout, salmon smolt and native fish and also well 

above safe human health levels. A 2019 Danish study of 2.7 million people reported a 

strong link between nitrate in drinking water and the risk of developing colorectal (bowel) 

cancer. This finding has important implications for public health as New Zealand has one 

of the highest bowel cancer rates in the world. 

This is a time for action, not “paralysis by committees” as government both central and 

local seem to deflect criticism.  Even the latest “assurance” by agriculture minister Damien 

O’Connor of government now “tweaking” freshwater requirements has a whiff of 

inappropriate compromise, and “stonewalling because of past inaction. 

The cleanup needs to be started immediately and be science based. Government needs to 

act on the advice its own scientists have already given them, as it has so successfully in 

other areas. 

How woeful that countries like China have more stringent water standards than New 

Zealand. 

How pathetic that both national and regional government have been able to kick this can 

down the road for future generations to have to deal with. 

The NZ public deserves and expects better. 

 

Editor’s Footnote; Ken Sims is a retired micro-biologist, a lifelong fisherman and “a 

student of rivers”. 

 

The article referred to was in the “Star Sunday Tines” written by Denise Piper (Dec 6, 

headlined “Over 60% of Rivers Unswimmable”) 

The Labour Party along 

with the Green Party and 

NZ First at the 2017 

election, promised to 

make a positive start to 

cleaning up rivers. 

Protest bill boards testify 

to rivers being a foremost 

issue with 80% of New 

Zealanders. Over three years later there is still inaction. 
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HUGH CREASY'S COLUMN  

 

There is a chill in the morning air, and the moon 

hangs above the horizon, soon to disappear as the 

sun rises. 

 

We came from low valleys, through beech forest 

with moss-strewn branches, and low-branched 

fuschia, still holding sugary berries – delicious 

treats for the weary. 

 

For company we were joined by fantails and robins and warblers, each in succession as we 

gained altitude. 

 

The sound of the river grew faint and its vast flow was reduced to gentle streams through 

tundra-like clumps of tussock. 

 

In the lowlands the dominant odours were of manure and lemon balm growing in clumps 

on the riverbank. 

 

The heavy scent of Herb Robert rose from the pathway with every scuff of booted feet. 

 

As the day warmed grasshoppers leapt to cover, easy pickings for starlings and blackbirds. 

At altitude we hopped over clumps of bidi bid then dodged sharp-tipped spaniard. 

 

Musk-scented celmisias dotted the scree faces and in the shade of a massive boulder a 

vegetable sheep spread its close-grouped leaves. 

 

We were in kea country, and they soared between ridges, calling and answering, their 

shrieking tones ringing and echoing through the peaks. 

 

The climb came to an end and the descent began, thigh burning and more painful than the 

climb. 

 

But in the valley bottom a glimmer of water drew us through coprosma and mountain totara 

to a streamside where tussock shadowed the water. 

 

Riffles and runs flowed in gentle succession, knee-deep in the pools and over clean gravels 

that gave good grip. 
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It was a kindly valley, easy going after a hard climb and we would follow the flow to less 

kindly country.  

 

It took a few minutes to assemble rods and lines, to tie on flies and wipe sweat off polaroids, 

then on opposing riverbanks we set off to spot fish. 

 

It would have been a lot easier if we had been travelling upstream instead of down. 

 

We had to stay well back from the stream’s edge and try to spot fish from high points. 

But there was no shortage of fish to spot. 

 

They took up station at the base of every riffle, usually a single fish with another further 

back in the pool if the pool was large enough. 

 

As the sun rose higher the fish stayed close to the banks and appeared as dark shadows, 

every now and then breaking surface to take an insect. 

 

These fish had rarely been hunted, and readily took a fly of almost any pattern, though the 

splash of too heavily a weighted nymph would send a shiver of nervousness through them. 

We crimped the barbs of the hooks we used and returned all fish to the water. 

 

They were fine-conditioned brown trout about a kilo to a kilo and a half in size. 

 

The descent brought us to an outlying clump of matagouri, and we knew the going would 

get a lot harder. 

 

It was time to camp for the night, though it was only late afternoon. 

 

Every matagouri bush seemed to have a resident family of rabbits living in its roots. 

Their diggings dotted the landscape, and Ted took a rifle to higher ground. 

 

The sound of his shots came as dull thuds and we knew we were in for a tasty stew before 

bedtime. 

 

Hunger made even the dehydrated potato taste good and the stew was superlative. 

 

Sleep was dreamless. Exhaustion leads to restful nights, and we woke invigorated. 

 

At lower altitudes the fish became larger and sparser, and it was no longer possible to cover 

both sides of the river without making some dangerous crossings, so we relied on spotting 

fish from higher ground or from atop large boulders that littered the landscape. 
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After a descent of a few hours we moved into beech forest once more, and disturbed some 

moulting Canada geese accompanied by juveniles whose antics in trying to get aloft and 

away from us grew quite comical. 

 

Geese and paradise ducks with the occasional black-back gull seemed to be the resident 

large birds and as we descended further they were joined by pied stilts and terns. 

 

The valley we travelled widened into flats and the fish became harder to find, but the 

weekend was almost over and we were sated with the quality of the fishing and the beauty 

of the landscape. 

 

People were moving about, driving tractors and mending fences and the odours of forest 

and wetland were replaced with the smell of ordure and diesel smoke. 

 

We reached the car park in the early afternoon, took off our packs, packed away lines and 

rods and fishing vests and drove to town where Ted said: 

“I feel like a pie,” so we stopped at the pie shop and 

breathed in the scent of steak and cheese and baking 

pastry and mince and onions and all those wonderful 

odours of civilisation. 

 

But in the evenings following we remembered the smell 

of the forest, the odour of moss and the sound of clean 

rushing water and a billy boiling to make tea, the kea’s 

call and the deer sign in the soft mud at the river’s 

edge.      

 

 

EDITORS NOTE 

 

Merry Christmas. 

 

May Santa bring you new fishing gear and the New Year the chance to use it. 

 

And to everyone who has sent through photos, jokes, article links, and fishing reports a 

very big thank you. 
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FISHING FUNNIES 
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(Opinions expressed in this Newsletter are those of the individual contributors and not neccessarillary those of North Shore Flyfishers Incorporated) 

 

MEMBERS FEEDBACK 

We, your committee, are always trying to give you what you want.   

But are we?? 
In order for us to do our job properly we need to have your feedback, positive or negative. 

For example, have you been on a club fishing trip?  Did you enjoy yourself?  What would 

you change, if anything? Club nights – what would you like to see more of?  Less of? In 

short, talk to us. 

The contact details of all your committee members are listed at the end of every newsletter.  

So if you have something on your mind let us know. 

 

Thank you - Your committee 

 

NSFF CLUB MERCHANDISE 

 

Cap – $15.00 Inclusive of GST 

Green or Beige, one size fits all, with embroidered badge. 

Embroidered Cloth Badge - $7.50 Inclusive of GST 

Brushed Brass Metal Pin Badge - $12.50 Inclusive of GST 

 

If anyone is interested in purchasing these products please either place an order at Club 

Nights. 

 

Meetings held the 3rd Tuesday of each month at 7.30pm: 
Birkenhead RSA, Recreation Drive, Birkenhead, North Shore City 

NORTH SHORE FLYFISHERS EXECUTIVE 

Club Patron – Dave McLellan  

President - Dave Symes       486-6257 Takapuna      dssymes@xtra.co.nz 

Secretary - Mike Martindale   489 1082   Takapuna      miketmartindale@gmail.com       

Treasurer - Barrie Barnes  021 925 006 Glenfield barrie@flyfishinginxs.kiwi 

Magazine - Duncan Frew  021 648 956  Torbay         iconpromote@gmail.com  

Committee - Simon Hoole 021 037 6047 Northcote hoolesimon@yahoo.co.nz  

Members      Maurice Parlane 021 650 692   Northcote     maurice.p@newwayz.co.nz 
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