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PRESIDENT’S REPORT
Dave is away on holiday, hopefully catching lots of fish out at Great Barrier.

FISHING REPORT
Auckland / Waikato
No reports from the Coromandel or Waikato regions, but Stephen Charles has been up the
Whanganui having a ball catching some superb Rainbows in clear, cool, free flowing water.
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Stephen with the fruits of his labour, an excellent 6pd Whanganui Rainbow. Photo
courtesy of Stephen Charles.

Rotorua

The view from our ‘dining room’. Lunch on a river, with your feet dangling in the cool
water, and fish in the pool above waiting for you, what could be better.
2

No up to date reports from the Jigging fans, but as the summer holiday pressure drops off
it will no doubt improve.
The Awahou and Ngongotaha stream mouths have been fishing very well, but also getting
lots of fishing pressure. The water temperature of Lake Rotorua is over 20 degrees top to
bottom, with surface temperatures reaching 25 degrees at times. If you want to catch a lot
of fish then head to any of the cold water stream mouths. With no rain forecast and hot
weather looking to continue they will only get better.
The streams themselves, particularly the Ngongotaha and the Waiteti, are suffering from
very low flows and are very clear. The Ngongotaha is currently at a record low level for
this time of year. This, combined with a long period of holiday fishing pressure, means that
the fish are extremely spooky. Long leaders, lighter tippet and smaller flies are the go if
you want to get amongst them.

Taupo
No reports from the rivers themselves, but I do know that there has been a run of some
magnificent Browns into the Tongariro.
On Lake Taupo itself the fishing has been consistent without being spectacular. John
Cuthbertson caught these lovely fish, all around the 4 to 5pd mark, on an early morning
trip. Check out the colour of the flesh, John says they were a deep red / orange. Great eating
fish.

Johns catch before and after. Photos courtesy of John Cuthbertson.
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Fikrit has been up at Lake Otamangakau recently and came back a very happy man. Lots
of insect activity, lots of fish activity, and lots of big solid fish hooked. They will be even
bigger by the time the Club Trip rolls around in March.
Saltwater
No local reports but another fish that could be well worth targeting. Young Tyler Green
from the Manawatu shared these photos with Barrie of an excellent Flounder taken on the
fly and the fly he used, a small size 14 Micro Bugger, cast in front of the flounder and it
took the fly on the drop.

Photos courtesy of Tyler Green.
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Fishy Tales
- If you do have a report, success story, or anecdote to share then just send it to
iconpromote@gmail.com . Happy Fishing and Tight Lines – Freddy Da Fish.

LAST CLUB NIGHT
Last month we had an online Meeting
NEXT CLUB NIGHT – 15th FEBRUARY 7.30 PM
As normal there will be no Meeting in January, but we will be all back on board next month.

WHY WE FISH
I have fished most of my life, from the time my Dad gave me a Heddon bamboo fly rod for
my ninth birthday, through all phases of chunking and winding and spinning. I have
owned my share of bass boats, bay boats, canoes and jonboats. I have fished in lakes,
rivers, and streams and the gulf and pacific oceans and have enjoyed them all to the
fullest, I have caught thirty plus largemouth bass over 8 pounds and enough King
Mackerel and blues to live on for a year. However, all this pales when compared to
catching a 10" rainbow on my little "flea rod", a 1 wt, 5 foot bamboo fishing my favorite
river, the tiny Rayado in New Mexico, for on that little river, I was "reborn".
Jimmy D Moore

CHANGES TO CONTACT DETAILS
Committee members organising club trips and similar events are finding that the phone and
email information that we hold for some members has become out of date. If you have
changed your address, landline number, mobile number or email address in the last year or
so and have not passed the new details on to NSFF, could you please advise Barrie Barnes
by email, his email address is barrie@flyfishinginxs.kiwi .
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FISHING BUDDIES SOUGHT
The intention is to display a list of names of Club Members that are keen on finding a
‘buddy’ to go fishing with, either on a regular basis or just for a day. In essence it’s a flyfishing dating service…
Name
Availability
Contact Details
Ron Blair
Anytime, has a 14.4 Marco
home 09 834 8841
with 60hp etec Evenrude
mobile 0275 006 336
for serious fishing Salt or Fresh
ron.blair@xtra.co.nz
Les Rose
Retired and is happy to take another home 09 4183634
person fishing during the week.
Graham Carter
Lives in Hamilton, keen on
021 026 00437
weekday / mid-week trips.
07 855 1833
Lloyd Altham
Has 12' Pontoon boat /15 HP Honda. Mob. 021 0295 9167
Available most time, but prefer
Home 09 420 3120
weekdays.
email-lloyd@skysupply.co.nz
Gary Bolstad
Keen to get out Stream, Lake or even
Mobile 022 379 3070
Saltwater fly-fishing. Has both Fish &
gd.bolstad@gmail.com
Game and Taupo season licences so keen
to go almost anywhere. Retired so free to
go most of the time.
Derek Robinson
Retired available most times keen to do
Ph 4437311
Waikato streams and most other things.
Mob: 0212 595 371
pamanddek@outlook.com

CLUB TROPHIES
Brown Trout Trophy – This is awarded to The Heaviest Brown Trout caught by a Club
Member during the year – May 1st to 30th April. Current holder is Fikrit Chinassi.
Chain Snore Trophy – A fun award given immediately after any Club Trip to the person
who has done the ‘funniest’ thing over the weekend. If nobody has had anything like this
happen it may be awarded to the worst snorer.
Ian Hunt Memorial Trophy – Heaviest Trout caught fly-fishing by a Club Member
during the Pupuke Challenge Competition. A competition run every year to promote the
Lake Pupuke fishery. This was not held this year due to Covid lock down. Current holder
is Lucas Bathurst.
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I Love Flyfishing Trophy – Awarded to the Club Member who has caught the most
species of Saltwater fish fly-fishing over the year – 1st May to 30th April. Current holder is
Russell Nelson.
Rodd And Gunn Trophy – This is the Club Competition which takes place over two days.
One Day on a Lake and one day on a River. Current holder is Johan Kok.
The Lake part of the competition has its own Trophy, the I Love Flyfishing Stillwater
Trophy. Current holder is Meinrad Roehrs.

QUOTABLE QUOTES
Ice fishing isn't so much a sport as it is a way of positively dealing with unfortunate
reality.
John Geirach

“BROWN TROUT TROPHY” COMPETITION RULES
Winning fish will be determined by weight.
Verification by partner where possible and/or by photograph.
Details to be provided to any committee member.
Competition period May 1st to April 30th. Prize awarded at AGM in April.
Winner’s name and weight of fish to be published in May club newsletter.

NORTH SHORE FLY FISHERS CLUB SALT WATER FLY FISHING
COMPETITION RULES
The “essence” of the competition is to encourage club member participation and in the
process, to award a winner’s trophy to the individual who catches the greatest number of
salt water species. It will run from 1st May in one year to 31st April in the next year with
the trophy awarded at the following AGM. For the full rules please refer to the Club
Website www.nsff.org.nz
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CLUB TRIPS 2021
February –Ngongotaha River and Rotorua Lakes 25th 26th 27th FEBRUARY 2022
March – Lake Otamangakau 4th 5th 6th MARCH 2022
April – Whanganui River – Club Competition Trip – April 2022
May – Ngongotaha River and Rotorua Lakes MAY 2022
July – Tongariro and Tauranga Taupo JULY 2022
November – Lake based Club Competition Trip – NOV 2022
December / January – Tuition weekend (Held if enough ‘novice’ anglers are interested)
December – Lake Otamangakau – DEC 2022
The NSF committee arrange various Club Trips over the year to different parts of the
country. If you would like to be involved, or have an idea for a trip please let one of your
committee know.

FEBRUARY CLUB TRIP TO NGONGOTAHA AND ROTORUA AREA
….But we in it shall be remembered.
We few, we happy few, we band of brothers.
For he today that casts his flies with me,
Shall be my brother, be he ne'er so vile,
This day shall gentle his condition.
And gentlemen in Auckland now a-bed,
Shall think themselves accurs'd they were not here,
And hold their manhoods cheap, whiles any speaks
That fished with us upon this Ngonga dawn.
This year’s February Trip to fish the Ngongotaha River and the Rotorua region is on the
weekend of Friday 26th, Saturday 27th, Sunday 28th February. We will again be staying at
the Paradise Valley Lodge. Costs will be $115.00 each, which will cover 2 nights’
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accommodation in the lodge and a BBQ on Saturday evening. If you want to come down
on the Thursday, as many of us do, then simply add $50 to make it $165.00.
Also, a variety of private rooms are available as well.
If you are keen just let me know which nights you can make asap and then pay your money
to the Club in any of the normal ways.


internet banking to the Club's bank account: North Shore Flyfishers Incorporated
ASB A/c #: 12-3209-0190179-00 (please include your name and the word Ngonga
as a reference);

Duncan – 021 648 956 – iconpromote@gmail.com

MARCH CLUB TRIP TO LAKE OTAMANGAKAU
I am proposing the weekend of 4th, 5th and 6th December (Friday, Saturday and Sunday)
with some of us arriving on Thursday the 3rd.
While it is predominately a boat fishery, the Te Whaiau (inlet) canal which can be fished
from the shore, and particularly the “holding” area immediately above the road bridge,
offers a big range of casting positions.
Just be aware that with an altitude of some 2,000 feet above sea level, the conditions can
go from warm and pleasant to bleak very quickly!
By March, the Trout are in ‘eating’ mode, with lots of insect activity, providing some
fantastic fishing activity. The fish are in fantastic condition, big, fat and powerful!
Costs will be $50 per person per night.
The Accommodation is your own little room with 2 beds, 1 for sleeping and the other for
your gear.
There are shared cooking facilities.
I have “penciled in” 8 cabins at Tongariro Holiday Park so if anyone is interested, please
let me know ASAP.
Dave Symes - Ph: 09 486-6257 - Email:

dssymes@xtra.co.nz
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Rigging up for the afternoon session on the ‘Big O’. Just as we were finishing tying the
knots a nice Brown popped its head out just 5 metres from the boat. Photo courtesy of
Simon Hoole.
CASTING TUITION – SEEKING EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST
Your Committee is trying to find the best way to continue the Casting Tuition that we once
ran when we were based at the Milford Marina.
If you would be interested in receiving some Casting Tuition please let us know as soon as
possible. This is for all ability levels. Also, please try and give us an idea of what you
would expect that Tuition to look like.
As a Committee we have discussed a variety of options, from running Instruction on Club
Nights before the Meetings through to heading to a park with water such as Onepoto
Domain at the foot of Onepoto Road in Northcote, or Sylvan Park at Lake Pupuke in
Milford.
So please contact us as soon as possible if you are interested.
Simon - 021 037 6047 - hoolesimon@yahoo.co.nz
Duncan – 021 648 956 - iconpromote@gmail.com
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JOKE OF THE MONTH
On Getting Older…
I have everything that I wanted as a teenager, only 60 years later. I don't have to go to
school or work. I get an allowance every month. I have my own pad. I don't have a
curfew. I have a driver's license and my own car. The people I hang around with are not
scared of getting pregnant and I don't have acne. Life is great.
I changed my car horn to gunshot sounds. People get out of the way much faster now.
I didn't make it to the gym today. That makes five years in a row.
I decided to stop calling the bathroom "John" and renamed it the "Jim". I feel so much
better saying I went to the Jim this morning.
Old age is coming at a really bad time.
When I was a child I thought "nap time" was a punishment. Now it feels like a small
vacation.
The biggest lie I tell myself is... " I don't have to write that down, I'll remember it".
I don't have gray hair... I have "wisdom highlights"! I'm just very wise.
If God wanted me to touch my toes, He would've put them on my knees.
At my age "Getting Lucky" means walking into a room and remembering what I came in
there for.

ADJUSTING YOUR RIG
By Dan Fraiser
I’M STANDING ON THE BANK WATCHING THE BOTTOM FALL OUT OF THE
STREAM AND A DARK ABYSS FORM WHERE THERE ONCE WAS STREAM
BOTTOM.
The currents are right and the undercut bank is textbook. I know there are fish in there like
I know putting my head under water would make breathing hard. It’s just obvious. I know
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that I don’t have enough weight on, that my dropper needs a tandem fly, that my hopper
needs to go and be replaced with a strike indicator and that I need to dig the shot out of my
pack. I know it, but that seems like so much work and the fish are right there. So I spend
10 minutes working the run without a strike. Casting and mending and trying to work the
margins where I might be deep enough. Eventually, I give up and tear down my rig, put on
all the right stuff and immediately start catching.
This unwillingness to change set-ups is a real problem for me. I’ll try to make do with
what’s on, only to eventually cave and do it right. It feels like re-rigging would take up so
much of my fishing time. Forget that mistake. I timed it tonight. To go from a bare tippet
to a two fly rig, complete with shot and an indicator took me 2 minutes and 22 seconds…
and I’m slow. I waste more time fishing a rig that isn’t right, just because it’s on, than it
would cost me to just get it right and start catching. And who knows how many fish I
spooked or made shy before I made the change.
Ignoring the time wasted fishing wrong, let’s just think about this. If you have to make a
complete change 5 times in a fishing session it would cost you about 11 minutes of fishing.
Now, If I told you could catch 10 more trout tonight, but you have to start fishing 11
minutes later, would you do it? Of COURSE you would. So slow down, make the rig
changes and start catching more and bigger fish, even if it means having a modicum of
patience before you start working a new spot.
Dan Frasier
Gink & Gasoline
www.ginkandgasoline.com
hookups@ginkandgasoline.com
IN DEFENSE OF CATCHING AND COUNTING FISH — WHY NUMBERS IN
THE NET MATTER
by Domenick Swentosky | Dec 12, 2021 | 5 comments
Allow me to start with this point: I don’t count fish much. And most of my friends don’t
either. When I do choose to keep an accurate tally, I do so because it’s valuable information
toward the goal of improving or learning a tactic — because, ultimately, the real seal of
approval comes from the trout themselves.
Furthermore, when I do count, that doesn’t mean I’m competing with anyone, because I
can count my trout without giving a care about yours. And finally, when I count trout, I
don’t lose track of the other things that are so special about fly fishing. Just because I know
how many trout I touched doesn’t mean I can’t see the inherent beauty of the woods and
the water, being grateful for the experience.
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A few weeks back, I published Episode 8 of the Troutbitten Podcast, with the following
title: How Many Trout Do You Catch? Expectations, the Liars and Reality. (If you haven’t
found that already, give it a listen.)
It was a great discussion with my friends that centered around these key questions: What
is possible on the water? What is the bar? And what are the factors that affect that bar or
the range of possibility? Essentially, our argument is that it’s good to know how we might
develop fair expectations out there. No one hits the river and catches a trout every two
minutes. But we can probably do a lot better than a fish every hour or so.
I knew the podcast topic would be misunderstood by some, and I wasn’t surprised to draw
a few comments against the idea of counting trout to the net. Truthfully, I think most of
these commenters failed to listen to the podcast or read the companion article, instead
grabbing their opinions from the title or a cursory listen to the audio. Because, in fairness,
we addressed the same points that I did above. And we did it over and over.
No, counting isn’t the only thing. It’s not even the main thing out there. Catching a pile of
trout is most often not the goal. But to deny that numbers in the net matter is disingenuous
— and it’s kinda silly.
Everyone counts. Yes, everyone. Anglers have a round idea of how many trout they stuck.
About ten, maybe fifteen. This is what we hear back at the tailgate. And yes, some guys
like to keep a precise record — “I caught thirteen brown trout and two brookies,” they tell
us. What’s the difference? Not much, because every angler has an idea of how things went
on the water. Whether you count with precision or you know where you are in the ballpark,
is it really that dissimilar?
Even if the number is three . . . well, you know it, don’t you? And would you rather that
number was ten? Yeah, probably.
But, I suppose, it all depends . . .
Thanks, Thoreau
Thoreau’s philosophical take on fishing has been brought up too many times in this
discussion about counting, and I’ve seen it referenced no less than a dozen times in the last
couple weeks.
“Many men go fishing all their lives without realizing that it’s not the fish they are after.”
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That’s great, Henry. And yes, we know this. I think every Troutbitten reader, long term
angler, or fisherman on his first pair of waders realizes that the trout are not the ultimate
prize. It’s the experience. It’s the wild. It’s the chase. It’s the friends and family that we
fish with. These are priceless things we fish for, every day on the water.
But Thoreau wasn’t saying that fishermen shouldn’t count fish, either. It’s nowhere in that
favorite quote, is it? And it’s not in the hearts of most long term fishermen. Because it’s
the trout that bring us back to keep learning. We want answers. It’s the puzzle, the mystery,
and it’s knowing that better presentations catch more and bigger trout. Has your drift
improved since last season? There’s only one opinion that matters. The trout have to say
yes, and that’s what we’re after.
Likewise, I don’t know anyone who is satisfied with beautiful casting by itself. And I’m
lost when anyone suggests that fly fishers should prize the art of casting above catching
trout. Huh? To put it another way, there’s not a fisherman alive who would refuse a trout
at the conclusion of that beautiful cast.
So we acknowledge that catching trout — and finding their approval — is the motivator.
This is fishing, after all.
Dumb Luck?
As we pursue trout and aim for perfect presentations that convince, it certainly matters if
we catch one, five, ten or twenty.
One trout is luck. Three or four signals that we’re doing something right. And a few more
trout starts to be enough data to dial in a tactic, or a water type, or a fly pattern. This is the
true joy of fishing for numbers. With enough response from the trout, we can honestly learn
the trout habits. We aren’t lucking into a couple fish. Instead, we’re refining a system that
meets the trout on their own terms. What are those terms? Catching more than a few trout
is the only way to find out.
One, Many, Big, Tough, One
When you start talking about numbers, anglers like to bring up another maxim of fishing.
You know this one:
First we want to catch a fish. Then we want to catch a lot of fish. Then we want to catch
big fish, then we look for the toughest fish. Then we just want to catch a fish again.
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I think those stages are true. But after we’ve been through those stages, most of us jump
back and forth between them again. I leave my home, sometimes, with one thing in mind
— to go catch a big boy. Other times, I arrive streamside with no intentions other than to
spend time on the water with my sons or my Dad, and to catch a few trout. But plenty of
times, I’m back to trying to catch a bunch of fish again. And always, it’s because the goal
is to improve my skills, and I want that feedback — I want a record of how well things
went.
Now That’s A Good Drift . . .
Learning is the primary motivator for most long term anglers. And learning needs the
positive reinforcement of a fish at the end of the line.
So don’t take the counting away from people, and don’t judge If numbers of trout in the
net are their motivator. It’s fine. Let it be.
Show me a lifetime angler who’s never had any interest in how many trout they caught.
They don’t exist. It’s disingenuous to pretend that numbers don’t matter — not just to some,
but to all anglers at some point. Because numbers in the net is the only real gauge we have
out there about our skills.
For many, I think their resistance to counting is the same one that I have. Counting fish can
be obnoxious. Too many fish counters use their numbers as an ego boost. Lying inevitably
follows, competition and comparing become the motivators, and things spiral downward
from there. But that’s not a fishing problem or a counting problem — it’s a people problem
that really has nothing to do with fishing.
There are plenty of us who know the fish count when it really matters. However, that count
is only for us, or for sharing with trusted friends as we gather more data, to learn, to refine
and to improve our craft.
So . . . counting is part of the experience, as is the sound of cool water flowing and blending
with the whispering wind at the peak of the pines. Yes, we enjoy all of it.
Fish hard, friends.
Enjoy the day.
Domenick Swentosky - T R O U T B I T T E N -domenick@troutbitten.com
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FIVE SALTWATER FLY LESSONS TO SAVE THE DAY
Taken from the www.manictackle,com website.
It’s easy to take the good days saltwater fly fishing for granted, but what do you do in the
face of adversity when your chips are down, and you feel like you’ve gone all in? It might
be simpler then you first thought to come back from a slump and turn the day around.
Over the years salt fly guiding Tauranga flats I’ve learned a few tricks on how to keep your
head in the game and put yourself in position for the last second buzzer beater cast that
transforms a long day of slog searching out scarce flats kingfish into glorious, grip and grin
victory.
LUCAS ALLEN’S FIVE SALTWATER FLY LESSONS
1 – BACK YOURSELF




You know there has been fish there before so don’t be too hard on yourself, they might
just be 5 minutes late to the party or simply didn’t get the invite on the day
Just lost a fish? The quicker you regather yourself the quicker you catch the next.
That’s a stat we can’t fudge
Trust your gear, there’s little use freaking out when you get a big surging run. I know
I run out of steam eventually when trying to run to the pie shop. You’ll turn then
eventually, hopefully you’ve got enough backing

2 – RESEARCH








You can fast track a lot of the details at the swipe of a screen, that’s why you are
reading this right?
Top conditions to look at: Tides, weather, moon, sun and time of year for seasonal
movements. Most of all keep a keen eye on the weather as a safety factor, you want to
come home in one piece to tell the story
Look into as much info as you can, sometimes the more obscure the reference the less
guarded the info is
There is a lot of saltwater out there, be wary of the big water syndrome. Go for a look
around the flats at low tide for a real breakdown of how things move as the tide rolls
in
Bear in mind no one likes a spot burner so be careful not to give up too much, after all
it’s the challenge that makes us want to throw weird fluffy creations at fish
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3 – BAD LIGHT ON THE FLATS







Have a back up plan if the lights go out. This might be fishing more structure based
offerings or slowing right down and being ready for a really quick close quarter shot
off the rod tip
A good pair of low light polarised sunglasses are a must, you will be surprised at how
effective this can be on a gloomy day
Use calm bays to spot for surface disturbances and backdrops to cut glare
Find the fish using your sounder, it’s not as glamorous but you still have the chance
of a good fight
Cast at anything suspicious, no point asking yourself the question the fish may have
already departed the scene
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4 – LEARN YOUR SALTWATER FLY GEAR





By being proficient with your own gear you will then have confidence in it. Being able
to exert maximum pressure with maximum confidence can get you out of a sticky
situation or two
Pick the best knots you have the most trust in and can tie with shaky hands after that
hectic hot bite or retie in a hurry
Learn how to spot fish. Look through the water and scan 360 degrees regularly. Focus
on the area in casting range mostly but keep your eyes peeled for movement further
afield. Watch a fish as it swims away, this will train your eyes better and widen your
fish spotting periphery
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5 – PRACTICE


Just one bullet point here, it’s self-explanatory and can make or break a day on the
water. Better yet practice casting on the bad weather days, that way any fishable day
on the water will be a breeze, no pun intended

ABOUT LUCAS ALLEN:
Lucas Allen is Manic Tackle Project's Community Manager & Account Guy, but is
probably better known as Tauranga's premier saltwater fly guide operating King Tide Salt
Fly. Lucas has a depth of fishing knowledge starting from his days as a grommet eating
glo bugs, through to today where he works, lives and breathes all things fishy.
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EDITORS NOTE
Omicron is coming, get out and fill your boots while the sun is shining and the Cicadas
chirping.

FISHING FUNNIES
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(Opinions expressed in this Newsletter are those of the individual contributors and not neccessarillary those of North Shore Flyfishers Incorporated)

MEMBERS FEEDBACK
We, your committee, are always trying to give you what you want.

But are we??
In order for us to do our job properly we need to have your feedback, positive or negative.
For example, have you been on a club fishing trip? Did you enjoy yourself? What would
you change, if anything? Club nights – what would you like to see more of? Less of? In
short, talk to us.
The contact details of all your committee members are listed at the end of every newsletter.
So if you have something on your mind let us know.
Thank you - Your committee
NSFF CLUB MERCHANDISE
Cap – $15.00 Inclusive of GST
Green or Beige, one size fits all, with embroidered badge.
Embroidered Cloth Badge - $7.50 Inclusive of GST
Brushed Brass Metal Pin Badge - $12.50 Inclusive of GST
If anyone is interested in purchasing these products please either place an order at Club
Nights.
Meetings held the 3rd Tuesday of each month at 7.30pm:
Birkenhead RSA, Recreation Drive, Birkenhead, North Shore City
NORTH SHORE FLYFISHERS EXECUTIVE

Club Patron – Dave McLellan
President - Dave Symes
486-6257 Takapuna
Secretary - Mike Martindale 489 1082
Takapuna
Treasurer - Barrie Barnes 021 925 006 Glenfield
Magazine - Duncan Frew
021 648 956 Torbay
Committee - Simon Hoole 021 037 6047 Northcote
Members
Pawel Mikolajczyk 021 960 806
Maurice Parlane 021 650 692 Northcote

dssymes@xtra.co.nz
miketmartindale@gmail.com
barrie@flyfishinginxs.kiwi
iconpromote@gmail.com
hoolesimon@yahoo.co.nz
pawel_mikolajczyk@yahoo.co.nz

maurice.p@newwayz.co.nz

North Shore Flyfishers Incorporated
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